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Malala Biography

1. Introduction

Malala Yousafzai is one of the 
youngest and most famous 
activists in the world. An 
activist is someone who works to 
improve the lives of other 
people. Malala works to improve
the lives of girls. She believes 
that every girl should receive an 
education. In some countries, 
like her home country of 
Pakistan, girls are not allowed to 
go to school. Around the world, 
65 million girls are not allowed 
to go to school. As a result of 
her activism, some people even 
tried to kill Malala, but Malala 
continues to fight for her cause.

2. Early Life and Taliban

Malala Yousafzai was born on 
July 12, 1997 in Pakistan, a 
country in South Asia. She grew 
up in a dangerous part of 
Pakistan called the Swat Valley. 
The Swat valley was taken over 
by a terrorist group called the 
Taliban in 2007. The Taliban did 
not allow people to watch 
television or listen to music.
They also made life for women 
very difficult. They did not 
allow women to go shopping, have 
jobs, or go to school.

Malala at Girl Summit 2014

3. Activism

In 2009, Malala began to talk 
and write about how the 
Taliban did not want her to go 
to school. At the same time, 
Malala continued to go to 
school, even though it was 
dangerous. Then, in 2012, the 
Taliban tried to kill Malala to 
silence her. Two Taliban men 
shot Malala and two other 
students while they were on 
the school bus. Afterwards, 
Malala was flown to a hospital 
in England, where she 2



eventually recovered from her 
injuries.

4. Nobel Prize

Today, Malala lives in 
Birmingham, England, and 
continues to work hard to 
improve the lives of children 
around the world. Her 
organization, The Malala Fund, 
helps to build schools for girls in 
Pakistan. In 2014, Malala became 
the youngest person ever to win 
the Nobel Peace Prize for her 
work to improve education for
girls. Nobel Prize winners are

very important people who help 
the world in some way. Winners 
receive a medal and a cash prize 
of about $1.1 million. 

5. Conclusion

Malala is a positive role model 
for young people around the 
world. Although she almost lost 
her life for standing up to the 
Taliban and going to school, she 
continues to fight for the right 
of all girls to have an education. 
She is truly fearless.  

6. Vocabulary

Vocabulary Word Definition

activist noun (singular) a person who works to improve 
the lives of others

cause noun    (singular) something you believe in

dangerous adjective not safe

improve verb to make better

injuries noun (plural) when a person’s body is 
harmed or hurt

recovered verb to become healthy

silence noun to be quiet
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7. Spelling Practice: Unscramble the vocabulary words and 
spell the word correctly on the line (tip: the sentences with 
the words are in the text)

a. Malala works hard to perovim _____________ the lives 

of girls.

b. The Taliban tried to kill Malala to lecesni ___________ 

her. 

c. An tivtcisa _______________ is someone who works 

hard to improve the lives of others. 

d. She grew up in a edarongus _______________ part of 

Pakistan.

e. Malala continues to fight for her asecu ____________.

f. She eventually ocreredve _____________ from her 

jiusrine _______________.

g. The terrorist group called the lanibat _____________

took over the Swat Valley in Pakistan.

Bonus (not vocabulary, but in reading)

h. Malala believes every girl should have an udocetina

____________________.

i. Malala won the Nobel Prize for her work to mepirov 

__________________ education for girls. 
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a. It is ____________________ to ride in a car without 

wearing a seatbelt. 

b. When many students talk a lot in class, the teacher asks 

for _____________________.

c. All children should have an education. That is a 

________________ in which I believe. 

d. Rebecca wanted to ______________ her grades so she 

studied harder. 

e. Many teachers are ________________. They work hard 

to improve students’ lives through education.

f. Ali fell off his bike and got hurt, but he 

________________ from his ___________________.

improve             activists      
dangerous          recovered
injuries              silence 

cause 

8. Cloze Sentences: Complete the sentences with the 
correct vocabulary word.
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9. Grammar: Change verbs to the past or present tense. 
(hint: all verbs are in the reading)

10. Text Structure

a. Write the title:______________________________

b. List the subheadings (subheadings are the section titles)

 Introduction
 _______________________
 _______________________
 _______________________
 _______________________

c. Underline the topic sentence and concluding sentence.

Present Past

a. try 

b. write

c. allow

d. ________________

e. go

f. help

g. live

h. work

i. _________________

a. __________________

b. __________________

c. __________________

d. was/were

e. __________________

f. __________________

g. __________________

h. __________________

i. became
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11. Sequencing Main Events: List the events in order. 

 First, Malala was born.

 Second, ____________________________________

 Third, _____________________________________

 Fourth, ____________________________________

 Finally,  ____________________________________

12. Comprehension Questions: 1) Underline the question 
word once, verb twice, and circle the subject. 2) Answer the 
questions in complete sentences.

a. Who is Malala?

b. Where was Malala born?

Malala was shot by the Taliban.

The Taliban took over the Swat Valley.

Malala was born.

Malala won the Nobel Peace Prize.

Malala began to talk about and write about the Taliban.
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c. When was Malala born? How old is she?

d. The Taliban did not give women a lot of freedom. Explain 

this statement using evidence from the text.  

e. What does Malala believe?

f. Who shot Malala? Did she survive?

g. Why did Malala win the Nobel Peace Prize?
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Cause Effect

The Taliban did not 
allow girls to go to 

school.

Malala was shot by 
the Taliban on the 

bus to school.

Malala continues to 
fight for the right 
of girls to have an 
education all over 

the world.

Think about it: Malala fights for the right of every girl to have an 
education. What is something that you want to fight for in your 
life? 
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Name:______________________                              Date:_______

Title = ___________________________________

Topic Sentence = _______________________________________

____________________________________________________

Details Examples

•

•

•

•

•

•

Concluding Sentence:__________________________________

__________________________________________________
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Name;_______________________ Date:____________

Title:____________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________
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activist

a person who works 

to improve the lives 
of others

improve to make better

dangerous not safe

injuries to be hurt

cause
something you 

believe in

recovered
to become 

healthy

silence to be quiet
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ESL Hero Mini-Unit Teaching Tips

1. First I like to review vocabulary. I have the students say each word 
three times with me. After we review the word’s part of speech and the 
definition, I have students do the vocabulary activities, like the spelling 
and cloze sentences. On the following day, I have students do a matching 
activity for bell work using the vocabulary cards. 

2. I initially like to read the informational texts aloud to students so they 
can listen to a fluent speaker.  Then, I place students in pairs and have 
them read every-other-paragraph to their partners. Finally, I draw popsicle 
sticks with my students’ names on them and have individual students read 
out to the class. 

3. When students finish the reading, I have them complete the grammar, 
text feature identification, and sequencing main events sections.

4. Then, students annotate each comprehension question, identifying the 
question word, verb, and subject. This helps them to answer the questions 
in complete sentences. 

5. After the students complete the cause and effect worksheet, they can 
answer the writing prompt (think about it) as a free write. This can be done 
at the beginning of class as bell work, as a ticket out the door at the end of 
class, or for homework. 

6. Paragraph Writing Outline: I tell students to write who the person 
is/was and what they do/did for the topic sentence, like “Malala fights for 
the right of girls around the world to have an education”. This information 
can be found in each text. Then I tell them to find and write the details 
(stars), which tell me, the reader, more information about the topic 
sentence. Sometimes I write the transition words First, Next, and Finally 
into the outline for them to start each detail sentence. Next, I tell them 
to find and write two examples for each detail. The examples tell me more 
information about the details. I usually provide my students with a 
concluding sentence, like “In conclusion, Malala is a positive role model for 
people around the world”. If you want your students to generate their own 
concluding sentences, I usually tell them to write the same thing as they 
wrote in the topic sentence, but with different words. This will need to be 
modeled for students many times before they are able to do it on their 
own. Finally, students are able to write well-organized paragraphs based on 
the sentences in their outlines. 


